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ENUlx E en fas the 1 of 


the Great Redeemer's kingdom is of 
no tranſient or limited nature. To diffuſe 


the light of ſavin hs — among the human 
race, in every ble direction, is the work 
of ages, to 44 Glad on with perpetual zeal 
from generation to generation. . 
Like the everlaſting mountains, the ob- 


jects and arguments which. render ſuch at- 


tempts-important at any time, remain inva- 


riably the fame, and when ſurveyed for thou- 


ſands of years will appear with increaſing 
certainty and magnificence. Heaven and. 
Hell, the deſtroying nature of ſin, the mi- 
'of a fallen ſtate, the preciouſneſs and 
f glory of ſalvation by Chriſt are objects Which 
no varying currents of human faſhion or ideas 
can potty alter, or diminiſh, 
And as true zeal for the kin dom of 
Chriſt is durable and permanent, 10 
turally takes a wide range, through a world 
which exhibits in all places the affecting 
ſpectacle of ſouls periſhing in iniquity. The 
endeavours, therefore, which proceed from 


this zeal, ſhould, like the beams of the Sun, * 


paſs with unabating alacrity from land to 
land, from contihent to 'cortigent, from 
ocean to. ocean. 
The late Miſſion to the South Sea iſlands. 
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| with its cluſtering iſlands, it is not large 


| INTRODUCTION. 


ſpirited Chriſtians as, we truſt, th Wer be 
enfeebled by the lapſe of raonths or of years. 
The aſcending cloud of incenſe from believ- 


ing hearts is 1 and the elect of 


im inceſſantly, for 
2 proſperous entrance of heavenly truth into 
theſe habitations of ancient night. Go on, 
ye beloved of God, give him no reſt; his 
going forth in thoſe parts. of the world is 

prepared as the morning. there ſhall the 


Gentiles come to your light, and kings to 
* the brightneſs of your riſing.“ 


But vaſt as is the Pacific Ocean, dared 


enough to exbauſt the zeal and concern of 


tte fliends of Jeſus. He is the Saviour of 
the world, the . defire of all nations.” The 


preſent publication claims the notice of the 
houſhold of faith, as the memorial of another 
miſſion to a nu of blind miſerable ſin⸗ 
ners. 

To the Foulah country, on the woliora 
ſhore of the African continent, the pious 
imagination may eaſily follow, our Miſſiona- 


- J wh © 


ries ; it is a land, comparatively, near us; 


a land which hath heard of the infamous 
violence and barbarity of our traffic; a land 
which hath furniſhed ſome of the victims 
to the inſatiable avarice of Britith Chriſtiansp 


a land where Satan hath long quietly feign- 
ed, and where immortal ſouls * have been 


«.caſt out in the open field, polluted i in their 
© own blood, while no eye hath = them, 


| * to have compaſſion upon them. 


The 
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| * from a variety of conſiderations. It is 


ſurely peculiarly deſirable; that the benevo- 


lent glories. of Chriſtianity ſhould be diſplay- 


ed in theſe very regions, where human de- 
pravity hath exhibited its blackeſt horrors, | 
involving the holy name of the Saviour i in its 
diſgrace. If it pleaſe God to give a ſucceſs- 
ful entrance to his Goſpel into this country, 
it may thence penetrate farther into the in- 
terior, even into the centre of that benight- 
ed, ſorſaken degraded, Continent. What a 
world of ſalvation, may there anſwer the 
call of the new- creating voice ! The report 
and effects of a conquering Goſpel there, 
will ſpeedily return to our own country, and 
may command attention from all the nations 
of Europe. The Mahometan ſyſtem of im- 
poſture, and of pollution, may there begin to 
fall before the celeſtial armour. of. truth. 
What objects of concern, what materials of 
prayer, for thoſe whoſe hearts are Jealous for 
the Lord God of Holts ! 

Union of the followers of the Lamb of God, 
hath been one characteriſtical feature of the 
Miffionary Society ; and it appears eminently 
impreſſed on this Miſſion, which is the 
united effort of three diſtinct ſocieties, each 
of them contributing their proportion of miſ- 
fionaries, and of expence. Such harmony of 
the brethren of Chriſt, is, no doubt, formid- 
able to the powers of darkneſs, and moves 
their jealous reſentment. But let this union, 
ſo generouſly and chearfully formed, be de- 
EO by the e of all the friends of the 


1 2 


be one ſtick in the Lord's band,” a pha- 
lanx cloſely and inſeparably compacted by 


that Spirit, who is at once the ſpirit of 
dl love, of power, and of a found mind. 


worth of the diſcourſes themſelves, they will 


and the guide of prayer, in reference to this 
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Saviour, and of his honourable cauſe. Let 
them cry mightily for the cordial union of 


the miffionaries themſelves, that they 'may 


The minute detail of particulars, relative 
to the ſolemn occaſion, when the following 


diſcourſes were delivered, m ay be fonud in the q 


Evangelical Magazine for e ror ary 179 
It is hoped, thin beſides the general intr 


become the fuel of zeal, the food of Tach, 


particular Miſſion, and as to all miſſionary 


undertakings. The work, the trials, the ſuc- 
- ceſs, the qualifications of the witneſſes of | 


Jeſus among the Heathen, are bere repre- 


ſented. While the Chriſtian reads let him 


beheve, and hope, and Pray, and long, and | 
joice. 
«© Surely his ſalvation is nigh them that 


fear him, that glory may dwell in our 
land. Mercy and truth are met together, 


„ righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each 
* other. Truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth, 
and righteouſneſs ſhall look down from | 
„ heaven.” | 

Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O moſt 
* mighty, with thy glory and thy 2 
« And in thy majeſty ride proſperouſly, be- 


-** cauſe of truth and meekneſs and righteouſ- 


« neſs; and thy - + ORE ſhall teach thee | 
« terrible things f, 
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| TWO MISSIONARIES FROM THE” 3 
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To the DizcroRs of the LonDoN 8 


Socirr. 5 * 


MY DEAR BRETHREN, 


T* following plain truths which were deliver- 
ed before oo yelterday, are now, at your 


- deſire, ſubmitted to public inſpection with much 


diffidence, . As I was not appointed to preach at 


the deſignation of the two African Miſſionaries till | 
| Wedneſday laſt; and as I was pre- engaged to preach | 
_ — "ai ＋ ee — 5 3 Sabbath, 
was under t reeable neceſſit reparing 
this Diſcourſe in great haſte, If _ 3 
be diſpoſed to aſk why the Public fab been trou- - 
bled with ſuch a hurried production, I can give 
no other reaſon but that I conſidered it to. be my 
duty to comply with yon -unanimous and earneſt. 
requeſt. 


That the Lord ma bleſs all your endeavours 
for ſpreading the Goſpel, is the prayer of 


Your affectionate ſervant 1 in the Lord 4 


' London, No. 54s Edgeware-read, * Wikia Nicol. 


Oe. roth, 1797. 8 
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And a viſou appeared 10 Paul is tho bz as 
| ftooll a man of Macedonia, and prayed bin, ON 
coms over into Macedonia, and help us. 


And after he had ſeen. the viſion, immediately, wt 
endeavoured to go into Macedonia aſſurediy 5 


ing that the Lord had called us to 9 the D 
an them. "$5. 


0 convince "hy ance, to GEE? 1 4 
are the two great ends of a Goſpel Miſſion. 
Thoſe good eat men who firſt propagated 
the Goſpel — 25 a" ſtrong an abiding and a 
growin ale that ſinners might be brought to 
the Saviour, and that ſaints might be eſtabliſhed 
in their moſt holy faith. That theſe ends might 
de promoted, they cheerfully left their neareſt re- 
lations, the companions of their youth, and 2 
native land. They went from city to city, and 
from country to country, they ſubmitted to the 
greateſt hardſhips, and expoſed their lives to the 
moſt imminent dangers; neither the threatenings 
of foes, nor the intreaties of friends could hinder 
them from diſcharging their duty. At one time, 
Paul, from a ſenſe of duty, had determined to go up 
to Jeruſalem; but his friends attempted to difluade 
him, and he was infallibly forewarned of his 
danger. His reply to the intreaties of his affection- 
ate and much reſpected friends, is recorded in the 
21ſt chap. and 1 fy . — of this book; and ſhould 


be deeply imp 1 22 heart of every * 
an 


0 


r 
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4 THE LEADING INSTRUCTIONS 07 run 
and Miſſionary. Then Paul anſwered; What mean 
| ye to weep and to break my heart? for I am ready 
= not to be bound only, but to die at Jeruſalem for 
me, the name of — r 
_—. oy and Silas went to Troas as to other ny, 
with the henevolent deſiga of preaching the Goſpel. 
Whilſt they were there, Paul was . d with a 
viſion. There ſtood à man of Macedonia, perhaps 
either in a Macedonian dreſs, or who ſpoke in the 
dialect of that country; tis man ſaid, come over 
and help us. He and his companions were fully 
convinced that it was the will of the Lord, that 
they ſhould leave Troas and go to Macedonia, 
They immediately ſet ſail, and he whom winds and 
waves obey, gave them à ſhort and proſperous paſ- 
ſage. But little or no notice was taken of hem 
when they arrived. When the Ambaſſador from the 
VDourt of Heaven opened and read his commiſſion, 
| there were but few to hear it, and theſe were chiefly 
women. Paul perſevered and a brand was plurked 
bdbdut of the burning. After this he caſt out a ſpirit 
ol divination, but he and Silas were falſely. acculed, 
Ke ſcourged and "impriſoned, - Whilſt-1n that priſon 
Ml they prayed and praiſed. Their, prayers were 
= Heard and anſwered in a remarkable manner. Ano- 
ther ſoul was brought to Chriſt even in that place 
of confinement, and by means of theſe very men 
to whom he had ſhewed no merey. As ſoon as it 


* 


s day, che rulers ſent. orders to: let Paul and 
1 Silas go. Paul availed himſelf of the privilege of 
[4 2 Roman citizen, and returned a very ſpirited an- 


ſwer. The magiſtrates were alarmed, they went 

and beſought the two priſoners to come out, and 

| HEE deſired them- to leave the city of Philippi. Being 

ttmus honourably acquitted, they left the priſon, 

i: 17 8 but would not leave the city till they had ſeen and 
p comforted the brethren. | 4 | 

Me propoſe at this time, with an humble reli- 

- ance on Divine grace, to take a nearer view of this 


Miſſion 


{ 


. 


| , 5 hs | * | | | | ; | : q | * | . . 
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Miſſion to Macedonia, and conſider ſome of the 
3 inſtructions which the hiſtory of it affords. 


„ Firſt, We are here taught what ſhould be 
the chief buſineſs of a Miſſionary “ Aſſuredly 


gathering. that the Lord had ſent us 10 preach, ide 


F 


Ae TY Us (23617 Fr 1. 
Iheſe who engage in this good work ought not 


to have for their object the increaſe of any parti- 
cular party, but the extenſion of the Redeemer's 


kingdom. But that man who ſincerely deſires to 
be inſtrumental in promoting this great end, muſt 
attend to the means which Paul employed, they 


are the only means which God will bleſs, and, in 


conſequence, the only means which ſhall ever be ef- 
fectull. Wa FIC = . e Ate 
The Apoſtle of the Gentiles did not ſhun to de- 


bl / 


clare the who/e connſel of God, but there were'cer- 
tain leading ſubjects which he held up to the view. 
Jof his hearers almoſt on all occaſions our ori- 
Final apoſtacy from God, and his eternal love to 


his choſen the total blindneſs - of the human 


mind — the deſperate wickedneſs of the heart of 
man — the guilt which we have contracted, and 


the danger to which man in his natural ſtate 
is expoſed - the glorious perſon. of the eternal 
Son of God, his finiſhed and accepted work, with 


the rich fruits of the Redeemer's purchaſe—the 


- moſt, 


abſolute neceſſity of regeneration through the Holy 


. Spirit—theſe were ſubjeQs of which Paul determin- 


ed frequently to treat, and his labours were crown- 
ed with ſucceſs. Let every Miſſionary, therefore, 
by the grace of God, daily endeavour to convince 
men of their dreadful depravity, and then direct 
them to that Saviour who is willing to receive all 
who come to him, and able to ſave to the utter- 


This hiſtory teaches that when God's time „ 
come for bleſſiag any nation with the Goſpel, men 
ſhall be qualified by God for his work, and Bu 5 

7 Ky oy 77 


6 TAE LEADING INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 


they ſhall be directed to that place where he has 


, work for them. 


When you look to Macedonia, you ſee that the 

time, the ſet time was now come, when the Goſpel 
was to be preached” there. The Lord had people 

in in Mat place, and ſome of thoſe were now to be 

brought under the influence of the Goſpel. Satan 

was now to be driven from ſome of his ſtrong 
holds in Macedonia. When you direct your at- 


| tention to Troas, you ſee à Faul, a Silas and a 
Luke, prepared again to take the field, and you 
alſo behold a young Timothy duckling on the 


armour, and ready to ſet out againſt the common 
foe. God hath ſaid mercy ſhall be built up, and 
workmen ſhall be raiſed up, for God can of ſtones 
raiſe up children to Abraham. If the fields are 


White N a harveſt, labourers ſhall be thruſt 


out. This ſhould teach us to what quarter we 
ſhould look at this time, when men are needed to 
carry the Goſpel to diſtant lands; and when the 
Lord raiſes up, and brings: forward men able and 
willing to undertake the Miſſionary work, we 
ſhould praiſe him with united hearts and united 
voices. Have not we, in this reſpect, brethren, 
great cauſe to praiſe God for his goodneſs on this 
day? When you behold theſe ſix good men in the 
midſt of you, you behold a pleaſing ſight ; God 
hath faid to the north give up, and to the. ul _ 
not back, - 

Let us be encouraged to hope that the Lord has 
work ſo do for theſe men, even in the wilds of 
Africa. We are not to expect ſuch direction 
as Paul received at Troas. Paul went to many 
places to which he received no ſuch invitation 
as that to Macedonia. The command of his and 


1 Maſter is, go into all the world and preach 


e Goſpel to every creature. When we propoſe 


to ſend out a Miſſion, it is our duty to employ all 
the | 


d 

* 
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© MACEDONIAN MISSION CONSIDERED. 7 


the means in our power to find out in what 
parts of the world a miſſion is moſt needed, and 
where there is the beſt reaſon to hope that it ſhall. 
be ſucceſsful. We ought to pray to God for di- 
rection, and when we have acted in this manner, 

we have done our duty, and mult leave conſe- 


quences with God Almighty. But it is extremely 


gratifying on the preſent occaſion to conſider, that 


moſt reſpectable characters who have been for ſome 


time in Africa, and who are deeply engaged in this 
good work, have entreated us to ſend men to help 
them, and have promiſed to give them all the al- 
ſiſtance in their power. This African miſſion, 
therefore, has advantages peculiar to itſelf. Let us 
be thankful for theſe advantages, and at the ſame 


time let us truſt in Him who 1s wonderful i in couns 


ſel, and excellent in working. 8 
Again, this hiſtory teaches us that Goſpel Mit. 
ſionaries need nor be ſurpriſed although they \ ſhould 
meet with coldneſs or contempt from that very 
people to whom they are ſent. | 

If ever there were men who had reaſon to ex- 
pect a kind reception, Paul and Silas were now 


the men. If ever there was a place where ſuo- 


ceſs might have been expected at the com- 
mencement of the work, Macedonia was the 
place. Thoſe ſervants of God did not leave 
Troas until they were convinced that it was the 
will of God they ſhould leave it. They did not go 
to Macedonia fil they were aſſured that God had 


called them to preach the Goſpel there. Was it 


not, therefore, reaſonable for Paul and Silas to ex- 
pect that multitudes would immediately flock to 
the ſtandard of the Croſs. God's thoughts are not 
as our thoughts, nor his ways as our ways. Thoſe 
two ſervants of the Lord lived ſome time in Philip- 
py before any notice was taken of them. When 
aul preached there were but very few to hear him, 
nin is in this 88 that the great Head of the Church 

is 


8 THE LEADING INSTRUCTIONS or THE 
is pleaſed ſometimes to try his moſt able and faiths 
ful ſervants; but let thoſe who are tried i in this way 
remember that « they ſer ve who wait.“ Let them 
continue to wait upon the Lord, he will yet 
ſtrengthen their hearts. When we have ſeen the 
hand of God leading us into any place, however 
unpleaſant our ſituation may be, although there 
mould be many adverſaries, and even + ſmall 
Soong to hope for ſucceſs, yet it is our bounden 
uty to wait till the Lord in his providence ſhall 
open up our way. 

When we read this hiſtory now under confide- 
ration, we are taught, that when any ſerious im- 
preſſions have been made upon the hearts of the 
| hearers of the Goſpel, that the Lord * 0 
done the work. 

Saul was brought up at Gamaliel's feet, and was 
n ſcribe well inſtructed by the Holy Ghoſt. When 
he preached, divine truths were propoſed with the 
greateſt plainneſs, and preſſed wich becoming ear- 
neſtneſs. Paul travailed as in birth till Chriſt was 
formed in the hearts of his hearers ; but Paul of 
himſelf could not bring one ſoul to Chriſt : Ly- 
. dia's heart was opened, that the attended to the 


things which were ſpoken by Paul, but it was the 


Lord who opened the heart. —The Lord: ſhuts, and 


no man can open; and he opens, and no man can 


ſhut.” My well beloved brethren, who are now 
profefſing a willingneſs to live amongſt the rude 
tons of Africa, that you may be inſtrumental. in 
making them wiſe unto ſalvation, allow me to in- 
treat of you that ye attend to this important in- 
ſtruction.— Let it fink deep into your hearts. — 
Perhaps when you ſhall. have entered upon your 
work, and conſidered your own. inability, and 
when you ſhall obſerve the ignorance and ſtub- 
bornneſs of the untutored African, your ſouls may 
be caſt down within you. Perhaps each of you 
=ay feel himſelf diſpoſe to ſay with the Prophet 
Moles ; 


t pontabr agen enen "RY 


Mets O'my Lord! fend; 1 8 
hand vf him bet thou wilt Pa os 49 and *. by he f 
who was ſet at the head of the Macedonian if. 
fion, “ and who is fufficient for theſe things,” At 
ſuch a dark ſeafon as this now ſuppoſed, remember 
who opened Lydia's heart=Look not ſo much to 
your own inability, nor to the ignorance and obſti- 59 
nacy of the people, as to the promiſe and. power of 
your Maſter —It th the Lord ſhall bleſs your 9 — 
bo any ſoul—if any benighted mind ſhall be en- 
lightened, and hard heart ſoftened through your + © 


means, take care to let that ſoul know to whom he 
is indebted—Tell him that the treaſure is in 
earthen veſſels, but that the excellenty” of 2.25 


power is of God, and not of men. 

But again, we are here taught that Satan will in 
one ſhape or other endeavour to diſturb the minds 
of the fervants of God, and hinder the work in 


| which they. are enga ed. 


When Paul and Silas went to prayer, a dme! 


poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of divination met them, and 


cried, Theſe men are the ſervants of the Moſt High 
God, &c. But was Satan divided againſt himſelf? 
By no means. He had only transformed himſelf 
theo an angel of light, that he might carry on the 
works of darknefs with greater advantage. Satan 
meant to injure the work and the ſervants of God, 
and he nor his adherents never do more miſchief 
than when they diſſemble. 

My dear fellow labourers in the work of the 
Loni I have mentioned this cunning and powerful 
toe, not with a view to diſcourage you, but to fore- 
warn you of your danger. Remember, for your 
encouragement, that the cauſe in which you are en- 
gaged is the cauſe of heaven, and that under 
Jehovah's" banners you ſhall be perfectly fecuire. 
The more ſubtle ad powerful the enemy, the 
more e ſhall be the vifory which ao” oh 

EC 
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be obtained. by the Captain of your ſalvation.— 

hee ſtrong in the Lord, and the very God of peace 
mall bruiſe Satan under your feet. 

Another important inſtruction which this hiſtory 
affords, is this, that wicked men will combine 
againſt, and may be permitted to perſecute the 
faithful ſervants of Jeſu s. 
When the maſters of the damſel who was cured 
- faw that the hope of their gain was gone, they 
caught Paul and Silas, and carried them before 
' i thoſe who were inveſted with public authority. 
They repreſented them as dangerous men. . To the 
eternal diſgrace of theſe rulers, it is faid that © they 
rent off their clothes, and without the forms of 

law or juſtice, © commanded to beat them.”'— 
When they had laid many ſtripes upon them, they 

. caſt them into priſon, . and commanded the jailor 

to keep them ſafely. The jailor at that time was 

a man of the ſame ſpirit with thoſe who employed 

him; he caſt them into the inner priſon, an 
made their feet faſt in the ſtocks. How awfull 

Fr myſterious are the diſpenſations of divine Provi- 
HRS dence to his own ſervants and people! It was no 
91 wonder that a ſtorm ſhould ariſe at ſea and over- 
i take Jonah when he refuſed to go to Nineveh, that 

' . grearcity, to warn the inhabitants of their danger; 
ut Paul and Silas were ſent by God himſeſf to Phi- 

4 ppi. How aſtoniſhing, then, that they ſhould 
"2 | have met with ſuch painful trials. Let the perſe- 
c cuted ſervants of Jetus conſider that all their trials 

| come either directly or indirectly from the hand of 

3 a wiſe and a gracious Maſter : let them conſider, 
| i that he can, and ſhall, ſubdue their moſt ſubtle 
1 and powerful enemies. It was this conſideration 
i SREXEW which comforted the mind of the Pſalmiſt in 
tmeooublous days; “ The floods,“ ſaid he, © have lift- 
acc up, O Lord! the floods have lifted up their 
VvPoice, the floods have lift up their waves.“ But 

|, HS he added, for Nis and for our comfort, . The Lord 

| 5 | . 4. ; on 


and the} 


joy— 
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on highs is mightier than the noiſe of many vaters, 
tha 


«> 3001" 


n- the mighty waves of the fea.” 
Hut this leads me to obſerve, in the next place, that 
here we are taught how the afflicted fervants*of the 


Lord ought to be exerciſed when viſited with pain: 
ful diſpenſations. 


Paul and Silas prayed, and fung Pran to God. 
Prayer i is at all times'a duty; and when the Chriſtian 
is in a proper frame of mind, it will be a delightful 
wat but when viſited with affliction, we are call. 

n in a particular manner to pray to God: 
* 260 upon me in the day of trouble,” ſays God: if 
We ſhould then look i up'to God*for grave to''eha- 


ble us to bear the trial with acceptarice to him, 


with profit to ourſelves, and with advantage t 
others; we ſhould pray that we may in due dire 
be brought out of afflictive cireumſtances, as 
gold tried ſeven times. But Paul and Silas net 


. only prayed, but they united praiſes wicht prayer 


and they ſung fo loud that the priſoners hea 
them, Their outward condition WAS Hο. much 
wore deplorable chat the one whichza Prophet 


has only ſuppoſed + the- ſig tree did hot bloſſom, 


neither was there fruit for them in the vines, the- 
labour of the olive failed, and the fields yielded tio 
meat, the flock was cut off from the fold, ney ind: 
no herd in the ſtalls,” nor dere they: only de- 
prived' of every outward comfort; they were now 
lying in a dark priſon with their ſtripes undreffed, 
faſt in the ſtocks. But they had 
eir enemies had deprived them of liberty: 
but their joy no nan could take from them; and 
as they had joy, they took care 1o-expreſs it in 
fongs of praiſe. ' Paul and Silas never appeared to 
e. advantage than on this oteaſion —they act. 
- =o yr in character. Inſtead of murmuring agalnſt 


for bringing them to Macedonia, they re- 


Joiced that they were atcounted worthy to fuffer 


55 his ſake. -1ti is the will of God that his ſaints 
C3”, aud 
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and his ſervants ſhould have comfort under all heir 


* e and that theſe comforts ſhould abound 


rtion as their afltitions encreaſe. It is 
Vkemiſe his. will that the afflicted ſaint ſhould let 
his fellow Chriſtians and the men of 3 world ſee 
s in the night. When the 
of his with dark diſpenfations 
Providence, he then, in effect, ſays to that, ſer- 
75 Ariſe, ſhine ; let thy light, now appear be- 


7 pov hanes ſhines 40 bright a8 hen main in 
25 N e. r 
h us that the Lord hears prayer, and 
abe can deliver his Prop out of alltheir di- 


"We have already foen the two: 8 of the 
Lord praying and praiſing, but we are now to be- 
old. God anſwering prayer. by a: fearful. work. 
hen the enemies of Chriſt had ſaourged the two 
diſciples, and had ſeen them caſt into the 1 mane pee 
lor to keep 
they had 


M74 


them ſafely, they no doubt thought, 


ined 4.50 pl lete victory over them, and that the 


qay was all their own. But come here all ye that 


 frar God, and ſee what he can do for his people 


Come here all ye. Who oppoſe the Goſpel, and ſee 
the effects of that power which ye madly attempt to 
reſiſt. Behold a great earthquake, ſee all the foun- 
dations of the priſon ſhaken, all the doors opened, 
andeveryone's bands looſed. 66. Why nth heathen | 
mage, and the people imagine a vain thing? he that 
ſitteth in beaven {hall laugh, the Lord thall have 


tdem in deriſion. Why ſhould ever the ſuffering 
_ Lint fay, my way is hid from the Lord, and my 
judgment is paſſed over from my God? Haſt thou 


not known, haſt thou not heard that the everlaſt- 


ing Goch the Lord, the Creator of all the ends of 
| ok . findet not, een is weary, there is 


no 


„ \ 
* 


* 


was much more 


rere . PO OR 


MACEDONIAN M CONSIDERBD. IS 
no ſearching of his underſtanding? He giveth 
5 to the faint, and to thaw who have no 
might; he encreaſech ſtrength. Weeping may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh. in the morning. 
Some times deliverances are wrought out by God . 
for his people, at a time and in a place when and 
where! they were leaſt expected. When the af- 
fliged ſervant of God is expecting nothing but a 


long and a ſtormy night, his fears are eiten — 


pointed, and his hopes far exceeded at æuering ; 


time it in light. Nothing more is aeg than 
for God to lay, ( Let there be light.” , 55 


Again, every attentive reader o this part of God's 


word muſt obſerue, that by the over-ruling provi - 


dence of God, the ſufferings of his ſervanes rather 


© accelerate than hinder the e of the Re- 


deemer s kingdom. 9 

When Faul was Aenne 4 priſoner at Node, ; 
he wrote à letter to the church at Philippi: in that 
letter he lets them know that the things which had 
bappemed to him at Nome had fallen out rather to 


the furtherance of the Goſpel. This was likewiſe 


the cafs when he was a priſoner at Philippi. 

We have already. ſeen the: jailor treating Paul : 
© and: Silas with the 'greateſt barbarity. His ſtate 
deplorable than that of his two pri- 
ſonens. He himſelf was a priſoner, although he 


was inſenſible of it. The walls of chat priſon in 
which he then lay are deep as hell, high as heaven, 
and ſtrong like omnipotence: but the day, the 
blefſed:diy was now come when the doors of his 


priſon were to be opened, his chains to be looſed, | 
and he brought ira glorious liberty. | 

After he was awakened by the Fade the 
. drew his: fword, and wool have killed him- 
ſelf, ſuppoſing - that the priſoners had been fled 
(what B. Paul ald on that occaſion is here recorded 
to his honour, and for our inſtruction); but Paul 


cried with a loud voice, Do — no Yor we are 
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all here. Then he called for a light, and ſprang 
m, and came trembling and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and brought them out, and ſaid, Sirs, 


what muſt I do to be ſaved? And they ſaid, Be- 
tieve on the Lord ou Chriſt,” and thou ſhalt” be 
faved, and thy houſe: They ſpake unto the jailor 


the word of God, and to all that were in his Houle. 
+ He took them the ſame hour of the nigbt, and 
waſhed their ſtripes, and was baptized, he and all 


his ſtraiglitway. When he had ſet meat before 
them, he rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
houſe. Now, brethren, ilſt you behold the for- 
giving temper of tue two ſervants of God, and the 
truths which ſhould be held up to the view of the 


awakened ſinner; whilſt 3 ou tand aſtoniſhed at 
the change which is effe 


ed by ſovereign grace, 
you ought at the ſame time to admire the ends 
which God propoſcs, and the means which he em- 
ploys for accompliſhing his ends: Whilſt you take 
a view of what happened inthe priſon, you ſee God 


| blaſting the deſigns of the ſtrong and the ſubtle; 


you ſee him making the ''wrath of man to praiſe 


him, and the ſufferings of his faints productive of 


_ - > 7 


much good to the church, 
But again we are here taught, that the ſervants 


of God mult take care not to give the wicked an 


opportunity of ſpeaking evil of the ways of God, 


or reaſori to think meanly of his people. 


We find that the magiſtrates ſent the ſergeants, 
faying, let theſe men go. The keeper was, no 
doubt, happy to be the meſſenger of ſuch tidings, 
and the language which he now employed was the 
language of Sion: the magiſtrates have ſent to let 
you go; now therefore depart, faid he, and go in 
peace. As if he had ſaid, go and preach the fame 
glad tidings to others which you have preached to 
me, and may the God of . and of love go 
with you. : 


But Paul well knew that if they ſhould go out 


of 
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of priſon privately their enemies would fay they 
_ were vile men, and engaged in a bad cauſe; be. 
therefore inſiſted on being acquitted in the moſt 
honourable: manner. They have beaten us open- 
ly uncondemned, being Romans,” ſaid he, and 

have caſt us into priſon, and now do they thruſt 


us out privately ; nay, verily, but let them come 


themſelves and fetch' us out.” My.dear brethren, 
who have devoted yourſelves to the miſſionary. | 


work; ſuffer the word of exhortation; whilſt ye 


are innocent as doves and meek as lambs, remem- 


ber that ye muſt be wiſe as ſerpents and bold as 
lions. AF ar * 8 , 4 

Farther, this important portion of God's word 
teaches us, that it is the duty of ſuffering ſaints to 


let their fellow Chriſtians know how God has ſup- 


ported them under their trials, and how he has de- 
livered them. 


Ihe moment that Paul and Silas were let go from | 


priſon, they went to the houſe of Lydia and comforts 


ed them. Thoſe two good men would, no doubt, 


inform their fellow Diſciples that, whilſt lying in 


priſon, God had poured out his ſpirit upon them as 
a fpirit of prayer; that with a holy freedom they. 
were allowed to unboſom themſelves to their Father 
in Heaven, and that they were enabled to ſing the 
ſongs of Sion, not only in a ſtrange land, but in a 


priſon, and even in tbe ſtocks. They would inform 
them of the manner in which the Lord had been 


' Pleaſed to anſwer prayer; and with unſpeakable de- 


hearts of the church now afſembled in Lydia's houſe. 
When, therefore, God in his providence ſhall vi- 


ſit any of you with afflictive diſpenſations of provi- 


dence, and when in his good time you are deli- 
vered, take care to imitate the conduct of theſe 
two Diſciples. You are then called upon in a par- 


ticular manner to tell what God has done for 2 
n ouls _ - 


ight they would inform them of the jailor's conver- + 
ſion. Theſe things could not fail to comfort the 


i 
. LY 
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mies would ſuppoſe that the diſciples had gained 
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ſouls, - By ſuch means the hands which hang u 
are lifted up, and the feeble knees are ſtrengthen- 


ed: by ſuch means the heart of the aged Chriſtian 
is filled with gratitude, and the young convert is 


encouraged to go on his was rejo __ 


As we muſt haſten,” I obſerve, in t e laſt place, 
That the ſpirit of God here teaches us that we 


cannot always judge of the ſuccels of a miſſion by 


its firſt fruits. | 
When Paul and Silas had comforted the bre- 


thren, they departed, When he and his com- 
| panions received the invitation to go to Mace- 


donia, they perhaps expected that they ſhould ſee 


' - _  mbltitudes brought to Chriſt- before they ſhould 


leave it, and perhaps they were a little diſappoint- 
ed even after their labours were attended with 
ſome ſucceſs. We may be certain that their ene 


but little ground, and perhaps might often in the 


language of deriſion ſay, that-they had only pro- 
ſelyted Lydia and the jailor, with their families ; 


but by coftſulting that letter which Paul wrote to 
the church, which, under God, he planted at that 
time, you well ſee that it had become a moſt flou- 
riſhing church. At firſt it was but like x grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, but it afterwards became, by the 
bleſſing of God, like a tree planted-by the rivers 


of water, extending its branches far and wide. 


In the eſtimation of God one ſoul is of more 
value than ten thouſand worlds. If, therefore, 


. , -- through means of this African miſſion there 
ſhall be only one or two precious ſouls brought 


to the knowledge of the truth, we ſhall have 
good cauſe to look back with pleaſure on the 
proceedings of this day. But, perhaps; the reli- 
gious inſtruction of youth may be the chief, if not 


+, the only work which the head of the church, ſhall 
aſſign to theſe miſſionaries, But if they ſhall diſ- 
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| ſhepherd ſhall richly reward them. If the youth of 
- Africa ſhall be taught to read the word of God, and 
carefully inſtructed in the principles of the religion 
of Jeſus, ſhall we not have reaſon to hope that 


darkneſs and diſtreſs ſhall ſoon give way to light 
and to liberty. - FF | 
May we not hope that flouriſhing churches ſhall . 


- ſoon be eſtabliſhed in theſe very places which have 
long been the ſeats of ignorance and cruelty. 


Let us not be afraid to encounter the deluded _ 
followers of Mahomet. The weapons of our war- 
fare, indeed, are not carnal, like theirs, but they 


are mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 


ſtrong holds. | 3 15 
« Riſe up, Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcat- 
tered, and let them that hate thee flee before thee.” 

Now, my dear brethren, permit me to intreat of 
you that in your cloſets and families, and when 
you meet in the houſe of God you earneſtly pray 
that God may bleſs every attempt that is made 
for propagating the Goſpel. In a particular man- 
ner plead that God's preſence may go with theſe 
fix good men; that they may have a ſafe paſſage ; 
and that their labours among the poor Africans 
may be crowned with abundant ſucceſs. May the 
Lord bleſs the miſſionaries, and bleſs his own 


word, Amen. N 


END OF THE SERNON. 
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ur DEAR AND HONOURED BRETHREN,. - - - 
* FED . | na 933 , 
A LTHOUGH the ineſtimable book * juſt pre- 

ſented to you contains every thing neceflary 


"for dofirine and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, the Di- 
rectors of this Society have requeſted me to give 


you ſome public advice, founded on its ſacred con- 
tents, relating to the obligations of your miſſio 
character. With this requeſt I chearfully comply, 
as it preſents an opportunity of increafing the im. 
preſſions already made upon your minds by the 
affecting ſituations in which the providence of God: 
hath placed you, of engaging the friends of hu- 
manity and religion in fervent application before 
the Throne of Grace on your behalf, and of ſug- 
gettin ſome uſeful hints to our Committees of 

xamination. With theſe views I addreſs you in 
the affectionate and encouraging language of the 
Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor, xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye fledfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know . 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord, With- 
out attending to the immediate connexion of theſe 
words with the work of the Lord Jeſus and the 
reſurrection of his people to eternal life, I would 


| ® The Bible given to cach of the Miſſionaries at their ordination. 


conſider - 


22 THE SUBSTANCE or 
conſider them in application to the work, the ſpirit, ' 


and che ſuecefs of miſſionaries. = 


I. Reflect on the nature of your work. 


You are ſent forth to civilize the Heathen, to 


bumanize the ſavage, to deſtroy the deluſions of 
ſuperſtition and idolatry; as inſtruments in the 
hands of the Holy Spirit, you are going to ſeek, and 


to ſave that which has long been loſt, and which, 
till this late period, has been left to e without 
our generous exertion. All other ſtations, occu- 
pations, and purſuits, are low, and mean, and 
deſpicable, when brought into compariſon with 
yours. The honpur of eſſential truth, the ſalva- 
tion of guilty men, the extenſion of the Redeem- 
er's empire, the overthrow of Satan's ſtrongeſt 
holds, the joy of Angels, the eternal praiſe of” di- 
vine loye—thele are the important objects which 


occupy the attention and inſpire the ambition of 


this Society; and I rejoice in the affurance that 
the accompliſhment of theſe objects will be the 


ſupreme glory of your lives, and the unſpeakable 
joy of your laſt moments. On this fide the grave, 


you could not be more honourabiy employed than 


in preaching the Goſpel where the glorious light 


of it hath never dawned. Is this the work of the 
Lord? And are you called .to it by his peculiar 


providence? Then you will be animated in it * 


oy 


the light of his countenance ; you will be daily 
furniſhed for it out of his fulneſs and his power, 


which cannot be refiſted with ſucceſs or nz: 


he will fuſtain and defend you till you have finiſt 

ed the work be hath given you to do upon earth. 
You are conſtituted kings and prieſts in the ſpi- 
ritual empire of Jeſus, Who is Lord of all. The 
Goſpel is your. ſceptre, ſouls converted from the 
error of their ways your crown, the blefled intel- 
ligencies of Heaven are your attendants, and you 
have continual freedom of acceſs to the Holigſt by 


tte blood of the Lamb, bock for yourſelves and the 


people 


< 
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ang whom you are to hald forth the word © 
ple meng are the honours of God's faithfut + 


— who, like you, go forth with their lives 


in their hands to win ſoulshonours which cannot 
or fade with time — honours 
which will ſurvive your mortal exiſtence, and prove 7 


be loſt by calamity, or 


coeval with eternity. 


When Pompey was exhorted not to Gail in a 
dangerous tempeſt, he replied, „It is neceſſary - 
for me to fail, but not neceſſary for me to live.” 
80 you may fay, « We muſt work the works of bim ? 
that ſends us, whatever exertions they may require, 


to whatever dangers they may expoſe us, for the 
night cometh ben no man can work.” Tou mult 
be prepared for hard labour, and reſigned to-coarſe 


Lord deceitfully, if your ſouls are in it, if you eſ- 
timate your | honour only by your ſucceſs, your 
animal ſpirits will often be ſuppreſſed, your ſtrength 
will often be weakened by the way. In you the 


words, of the Apoſtle may be fully verified: We 
both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and are buf- 
feted, and have no certain dweliing-place 3 ; we are 
made as the filth of the earth, and the off-ſcouring of 


all things : but, with this Apoſtle, Ltruſt you will 


the language of the country where your lot will be 


calt, and in teaching the ignorant inhabitants the 


principles of religion, every mental power muſt be 
vigorouſly exerted, and every remnant of time muſt 
be redeemed, Keep the example of your Lord al- 
ways in view: he was ſo indefatigable in doing 

good, that, in the day the drought conſumed him, 


ond the frojt by night, and bis fleep deparied from 


bis eyes. Behold him wearied with journeying, ex- 


hauſted with long faſting, and ſo emaciated by his 


zeal, that be might tell all his bones, they looked and 
ſtared upon bim. By ſuch fidelity of attention to 


your work, you will increaſe your ſpiritual riches, 


. 7 l and 


and ſcanty fare. If you do not the work of the 


endure all things for the ele#'s ſake, In acquiring 
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and prepare new trophies for his final triumphs, 
W hy are the men of the world ſo anxious and la- 
borious ? For what do they eat the bread-of eare. 
folneſs, and deny themſelves that reſt and nouriſh. 
ment often ſo neceſſary to bodily health? It is only 
to enlarge their poſſefſion of earth, differing in no- 
thing but its colour from that which' they tread 
under their feet. But while you preach among the 
_ Gentiles the unſeurchable riches of Chriſt, you will 
feel yourſelves the heirs of an inberitance incorrupt- 
- tble and undęſiled, and that fudeth not away; and 
thus $i celeſtial enjoyments, like the widow's 
barrel of meal and crufe of oil, will continue to 


increaſe as they are communicated to others, till 
you are led by the Lamb in the midſt of the throne 
of living fountains of waters. | 9 
Other works are generally attended with diſap- 
pointments, vexations, and löſſes. Other labour- 
ers are rendered incapable of happineſs by ſolici- 
tude to gain the world, or by their infatuated 


abuſe of it. But you, my brethren, may unpre- 
ſumptuouſly aſſure yourſelves of the pureſt, the 
ſublimeſt pleaſures, even under the rougheſt blaſts 
of perſecution. In communion with God, in 
contemplating the travail of your - Redeem- 
er's ſoul, and in anticipating the perfect fru- 
ition of his glory, you will go on your way re— 
joicing, although it may be covered over with 
7 This pleaſure will animate you in retire- 
ment, it will give dignity to all your labours, it 
will raiſe you above the influence of flaviſh fear, 
and it will illuſtrate the divinity of your religion 
before the world. He who efteens the words of 
God more than his neceſſary food, he whoſe meat and 
drink it is to do his will, ſbal] be made to drink of 
the rivers of his pleaſures. He who ſends you forth 
to make known his love in diſtant and dark parts 
of the earth, has engaged to ſurniſh you with all 
the gifts and graces you need. He is infinitely rich 
and 
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and unſpeakably liberal. Among the ſons of 
Africa his eye and heart will he as ĩmmoveably 
fixed upon you as with your peculiarly privileged 
countrymen; and now you are reſigning your re- 
lative and ſocial connexions for hi ſake. and the 
bc; ood he will be more eminently with you in 
all the comforts of his friendſhip, and for you in 
every ſeaſonable diſplay of his power. You are 
entering into a field where there are zo labourers, 
but a great harveſt; you renounce the ' purſuits 
of eaſe, pleaſure, ambition, and emolument, where 
the labourers are ſeen in crowds though the harveſt 
is not worth carrying away. Well done good and 
faithful ſervants ! the joy of your Lord will crown 
you when you have finiſhed your day. Should you, in 
the ſcene of your miſſionary endeavours, behold the 
tears of ſuch as are oppreſſed by the depredations 
of Britiſh avarice, in that infernal traffic the ſlave 
trade, ay connexion with which is an indelible 
ſtain upon humanity, and muſt impreſs the Hea- 
then mind with the moſt odious ſentiments of the 
Chriſtian religion—Should you obſerve any traces 
of this hydra, they may prove' obſtacles to your 
profreſs, they mu/# prove incentives to diligence. . 

Do you contemplate the ſufferings of your fellow 
men with 4owels of pity ? Have you returned from 
viſiting the abodes of adverſity and wtetchednels, 
agitated with ſorrow and longing for ability. to 
adminiſter relief? But Job, ſtripped of all tempo- 
ral good, and Lazarus dying under the power of 
diſeaſe and hunger, were in enviable ſituations 
compared with the degraded ſtate of fallen men 
in intellectual and ſpiritual darkneſs, loaded with 
the maſſy chains of guilt, expoſed to the ſevereſt 
ſufferings of earth, and the infinite woes of baniſh- 
ment from the kingdom of God. To illuminate, 
evangelize, and ſave ſuch, are the immediate ob- 
jects of your miſſion; in the accompliſhment of 
which you muſt be I to ſerve God, what- 
C | ever 
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ever it may coſt you, and to confide in him, what- 
you may ſuffer, till you re from your labour and 
your works follow 3 

II. ann the text as it applies. to 8 
miſſionary ſpirit. 

And what I ſhall ſay on this yard, 1 would pro- 
poſe, with all reſpe& and affection as. the ſubject 
of ſelf· enquiry to you, of caution to the Com- 
mittees of Examination, and of prayer to all who 
intereſt, themſelves in this great undertaking. 
He who goes forth to promulgate the doctrines 
of ſalvation. in ein diſtant lands, muſt be a man of LY 
good natural underſtanding, of an underſtanding 

lightezed by grace, and improved by reading — — 
dilation. I do not ſay that he- is to poſſeſs the 
wiſdom of ſcience, that he is to be — * of claſ- 
ſical elegance and poliſhed manners; but you 
ſhould well underſtand the nature of your work; 
you muſt know yourſelves, the character of Chriſt, 
the truths of his glorious Goſpel, and the evi - 
dence to be adduced in 8 of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem. With theſe parts of knowledge we daro 
not diſpenſe ; and the more intimately our bre- 
thren are acquainted with human nature, with 
the laws and cuſtoms of the countries where they 
are to abound in the works of the Lord, with the 
hiſtory of the church, and with various other 
ſubjects which I have no occaſion to particularize, 
the better, under the humbling influences of the 
love of God, will it be for them, for benighted 
men, and for-this inſtitution. 

Next to this knowledge in the miſſionary cha- 
racer, I place right motives, Almoſt every good 
- cauſe has been diſhonoured by ſome bad men 
engaged in it with warm profeſſions of friendſhip, 
but without any fixed principles, or in ſubjec- 
tion to ſuch as rank with the meſt worthleſs and 
- baſe. The fineſt natural talents, the moſt emi- 
nent literary mater a word, all the 
875 | qualifi- 
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qualifications of public uſefulneſs, when not direct. 
N ed and — by motives approved before the = 
a Searcher of hearts, will be involved in obfcurity, 
and leave their poſſeſſors in diſgrace. You cannot 
oo proceed with alacrity unleſs ſatisfied that you are 
& in principle ſuch as the Head of the Church de- 
* lights to Honour; nor will you derive any real 
0 dignity of character from his work, unleſs fin- 
| cerely concerned for his glory as the Saviour of 
8 ſinners. Therefore examine yourſelves, and im- 
2 plore the ſanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit. 
1 Ido not ſpeak thus becauſe I am Jealous over you, 3 
7 for your caſe is more inacceſſible to ſuſpicion 5 
le and fear than any other. You leave your con- 
ſ. nexions and your country for a land of ſtrangers, 
u who may turn a deaf ear to your glad tidings: 
3 you can have no view to pleaſure or 8 | 
b advantage: the poverty and afflictions of the croſs 
1 are before you: bonds, and afflictions, and death - 
n may await you. Have you left all to follow the 
0 Lamb through evil and through good report? 
& Hear what he toys in approbation of your ſpirit. 
h and conduct: There is no man that hath left houſe, 
y or brethren, or fiſter, or father, or motber, or wife, 
0 or children, or lands for my ſake and the Goſpel's, 
r but be ſhall receive an hundred fold now, and in the 
» world lo come eternal life. In +. 
2 It is ſaid of Daniel that he was preferred above 
1 the preſidents and princes of Babylon, becauſe an * 
excellent ſpirit was in him. He was endowed with 
; an uncommon portion of the Spirit of God, and 
| in the country where he was a captive became a 
% miſſionary, with ſuch -amiableneſs of temper, as 
; excited the admiration and won the eſteem of his 
, enemies. A good natural temper is of importance 
1 in every department of life, but particularly in 
; that which you are called to occupy. You, above 
all men, muſt not be /e/f-willed, not ſoon angry, not 


paſſionate or - peeviſh,- not proud or inacceſſible. 
| SN — al 
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All that is reſpectable in manlineſs, or lovely in 
meekneſs, ſhould prevail in your minds and de- 


portment. Various circumſtances will, no doubt, 
occur and combine to try your ſpirits. However 
favourable your reception, however fair your pro- 
ſpects, you will find the prejudices and enmities of 
unregenerate minds the ſame in Africa as at home, 


and more unreſtrained and obſtinate in proportion 
to zhe ignorance that is in them. Every Abel has 


been followed by ſome perſecuting Cain. There 
never was a Micaiah, to ſpeak the truth, but there 


was ſome Ahab to hate him for it. In every pro- 


vocation poſſeſs yourſelves. Charity ſuffereth long 


and 1s kind, under the molt deſpiteful uſage. Ihe 
loſs. of your temper in one unguarded moment 


may colt you your lives. Confider bim that endured 
uch contradiction of finners againſt himſelf, lea/t ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds. 


Before our Lord Jeſus ſent Peter to feed his 
lambs and his ſheep, he would have the great 


queſtion of his ſincere. and ſupreme affoction for 
him decided in the preſence of witne!s ; and, to 
eyince the importance of this principle in the cha · 


racter of a ſpiritual teacher, the enquiry, LovesrT: 


THOU Me? is three times repeated. Love to Chriſt, 


as the centre of all excellence, as the eternal 
ſource of bleſſedneſs, is eſſential to your character; 


it is the only ſupport and the brighteſt ornament 


of it; it is the grand ſecurity of your ſucceſs and 


happineſs on earth; and, becauſe it is the reflec- 
tion of his love to you, it will perpetuate your 
glory in the church above. As you love the Lord 
Jeſus, you will feel and evidence the greateſt con- 
cern to recommend his truth in its own native 


ſpirit; you will /peat the truth in love. Your firſt 


object, when you arrive where you are appointed 


to labour, muſt be to gain the good will and eſteem m 
of the people; by every art, by every exertion - 


make them ſenſible that -you love them as your 


brethren, 
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from theirs. If you are received with favour, you 


may find a thouſand avenues to their hearts, and 


will ſoon be able to eſtabliſh yourſelves there. 
But all will be loſt if you do not exemplify the 


diſpoſition of which I am ſpeaking by the cloſeſt 


union and kindeſt behaviour among yourſelves ; 
let them ſee that. you are F one heart, that you 
love each other fervently. ' As you each have your 
infirmities, you will ftand in need of mutual for- 
bea ance; and in the exerciſe of this forbearance, 
you will find yourſelves increafingly blefled, as a 
little church united in the fellowihip of the Goſ- 
pel, and as a family connected by the deareſt ties. 
The probability of our proſperity in foreign lands 
muſt- very conſiderably depend on the unanimity 
of thoſe who. engage in the work. May the God 
of love impreſs our minds with the importance of 


this truth, and ſecure this bleſſing at home and 


abroad 2 e e Lb} 
Miſſionaries ſhould be actuated by compaſſion. 


He muſt have compaſſion on the ignorant and on them 
that are out of the way. Touched with the feelings 
of human miſery, with the tendereſt ſolicitude he 
devotes himſelf to the prevention of final ruin. He: 
pathetically deſcribes the fallen, guilty condition of 


the world; he endeavours in the moſt impreſſive 
manner to ſtate the facts which compoſe the Hiſ- 
tory of Redemption; he intreats, he expoſtulates, 


he weeps, he prays. To adopt the words of in- 
ſpiration, he travail in birth until Chrift be form- 
ed in thoſe whoſe madneſs rejects the overtures 
af mercy, made by the Goſpel in the name of him 
who died to fave. His love to the croſs, and his 
compaſſion for ſouls will bear him over the tem- 
peſtuous ocean, will carry him through barren de- 
ſerts, and reconcile him to every poſſible tribu- 
lation. He knows that he who converts a finner, from 
the error of his ways, ſaves a- ſoul from death, and 
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when he fees! the multitudes he is moved with 
coompaſſion on them, becauſe they fait and are 
ſcattered abroad as ſnieep having no ſhepherd ; and 
he is aſhamed and confounded: for himſelf and 
others, that theſe multitudes ſhould! have been 
neglected fo long. Moved. by this: ſpirit to take 


upon you this ſacred office, be always careful to 
ſpeak its language and to diſplay the excellence 


of it for the happineſs of the heathen wonld, and 


let compaſſion in you be as an emanation of che 
Saviour's glory upon them. 

The connexions and 3 exiſting in 
the works of nature, and the — of 
Providence may be obſerved in the operations of 
race. As love to the Saviour produces compaſ- 


on to man, ſo will compaſſion be invariably re- 


oompenſed with public zea/. It is good to be zea- 


Jouſly affected always in a good: work; and can 


there be any better work than this? Any work 
more intereſting to others? Any work more ho- 
nourable to yourſelves, or your country? Any 
work more pleaſing to God? If he who ſacri- 
fices and ſuffers for uſefulneſs to men, brings 
moſt glory to him, your prerogatives are far ſuperior 
to ours, whoſe /ines are fallen in ſuth pleaſant places. 
As I believe your zeal is according to knowledge, 
let it be tempered: with meekneſs and ſimplicity; 
then it will be of advantage, as an open declara- 
tion of your faith, as an evidence of your ſincerity, 


and acceptable before God, as a teſtimony of your 


e, A meek ſoul, ſays a pious author, 
without zeal, is like a ſhip in a dead calm, and a 
zealous ſoul without — is like à ſhip in a 
ſtorm. And I may add, when theſe: two paſſions 
are united in the diſciple of Jeſus, he will be like a 
ſhip amidſt the daſhing waves in full ſail for his 
deſtined port, richly laden with the rut of righte- 


fue Be zealous and lowly, that your rejoicings 


may 
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may be this, "the 46S imony of your conſcrences, that in 


firm and godly ſincerity, not ith flefoly wifadom, tut 


by the grace of God, you bave bad your converſation - 
in the world. | 1 
In a miſſionary we look for zeal and canrage. We 
wiſh to find him a man not afraid to meet difficul- 
ties and dangers, a man of coolneſs and intre- 
pidity in the midſt of them; a man who, while 
deſirous of living for the glory of Chriſt, is not to 
be diſmayed at the thought of giving his blood for 
a teſtimony to his truth. You know not what | 
tribulations are before you; in what fphrs of 
Mictions you men are to be engaged in. The 
iſſue of the trial you are about to make may be 
doubtful. Our knowledge of the country and 
people is very partial. Stand prepared for the 
event: familiarize the worſt. Study the characters 
and contemplate the triumphs of martyrs. Endure 
hardneſs. as good ſoldiers of Fefus Chriſt. Gird up 
the loins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end. 
Wich a noble Chriſtian courage perſevere through 
the waters and through the fires. If you die for 

Redeemer, ſtill confeſs him, undaunted by the 
terrors of perſecution, and proving that you no 
further eſtimate life than as an inſtrument of pro- 
moting the deſigns of his eternal love. I ſpeak 
thus to prevent your forming ſanguine expecta- 
tions, not to diſcourage you; for although no man 
can be more happy in his domeſtic religious con- 


nexions, I ſhould: have rejoiced to caſt in my lot 


with you, had the providence of God led the way. 


I conſider all miſſionary work, with any national 


proſpect of ſucceſs, more enviable in its honours 
than dreadful in its dangers. | 

But your courage muſt be prudent, Confider | 
the national character of the pebple with whom 
you are to dwell. Attentively obſerve their man- 
ners, and every peculiarity of natural temper. 
Watch for favourable opportunities and * 
them. 
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1% «them, Be wiſe as ſerpents. I ſuppaſe you are di. 
| _—_ rected not to ſhew yourſelves at firſt in your miſ- 
1 ry character, but to advance in this deſign 
gradually. One incautious moment at firſt, one 

act of imprudence might greatly obſtruct your pro- 

greſs, if not fully deſtroy your object. Do not in- 
terfere in their political affairs. Whatever inay 
be their form of government, ſubmit to it without 
any apparent reluctance. Concur with them as 

far as the obligations of conſcience will allow you, 

and conform in all things indifferent, that you 

*F may more eaſily ſecure the reception of things that 
are eſſential. As a prepoſitive ſtep: to the cure of 
* patients“ maladies, be very attentive to the 

ie. | 1 7 : | 

Finally, my beloved brethren, you muſt be fedfaft, 

uumoveable, always abounding in this work of the 

Lord. As the prieſts, bearing the ark of the co- 

venant, went before the children of Iſrael in their 

paſſage through Jordan, and ſtood in the midit of 
it till all the people paſſed over, ſo you, with firm 

ſteps, ſhould lead the way to an eternal inheritance, 

and animate thoſe who obſerve you by uniform 

obedience to your maſter's will, and an unſhaken 

confidence in his word. Againſt the allurements 

0 of vice and the prevalence of error, againſt the 
malevolence of earth, the rage of hell, the ſuffer- 
ings of life, and the terrors of death, continue ground- 
ell aud ſeliled on the faith, and be not moved away 
Vom the hope of the Goſpel. Conduct yourſelves 
through every viciſſitude of life as dying, account- 
able creatures; anticipate the period when the filver 

cord ſhall be looſed, when the duſt ſhall return to the 
earth as it was, and your ſpirits to God who gave 
them. Sometimes, ſays an excellent man, in my 
contemplations I die, I (trip myſelf of all, and bid 
farewell to my deareſt friends; my fancy wraps 
my body in its winding ſheet, and wafts my ſoul 
to God. I enter, as far as we can, into 8 
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world, like eating manna, makes my palate too 
nice for the garlick and onions of Egypt. This is 
the happy art of dying daily. This is the way to 
diveſt yourſelves of earthly ſolieitude, and to ap- 
propriate inviſible, eternal realities. Be ſpiritually 
minded; for by cloſe walking - with God you will 
beſt prepare yourſelves for uſefulneſs to man. Jake 
care of your own vineyards. Be frequent in ſecret 
and ſocial prayer. Let your fellowſhip be with 
the Father, and- with- the Lord Jeſus, Aber with 
each other, and you will be diligent without legas 
lity, you will be confiderit. without preſumption, 
you will be ſubmiſſive without al and ſuc- 
ceſsful without oſtentation. 
III. Your encouragement in this work, with theſe - 
qualifications, is great and ſatisfactory. 2% know 
that-your labour is not in vari in the Lord. + 
Tour work, with a bleſſing from above, will 
prove ſucceſsful in its progreſs, and infinitely glo- 
rious in ifs flue. Your dofirine ſball drop as the 
rain: your ſpeech ſhall diftil as the dew, as the ſmall. 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the ſhowers upon 
the graſs. His word ſhall have free courſe and be 
glorified. It can never return unto him void. This 
is his promiſe ; a promiſe confirmed by the ſtrong - 
eſt evidence, and- which we hope will be verified 
in your own experience. Do you labour in his 
work? By his appointment? In, his name and* 
ſtrength ? For his glory? Are you workers together 
with him? Then it is not poſſible you ſhould la- 


| bour in vain. | No weapon that is formed againſt you 


can-proſper. The ſpiritual houſe you are going to 
raiſe. /hall be eflabliſhed, and when our enemies hear 
thereof; and all the Heathen that are round about us 
ſee this, they will be much caff down in their own 
eyes, for they muſt perceive that this work is wrought 


; ſe CHE © 


of our God. 


= 

— 2 * - 
— — 4 

— 7 La 2 


— 1 * 
= on "OY 


— — © 22 5 
». make . A 
oy 8 — CE 
/ — 
— — 


—i —— a > 
l r 
6 * - _ — . 4 - cp 7 
— = — © "= W am. o — 
— 

22 rr a 
— 9 — — _ > — — 
. = — = : =T > x — — 2 == -* SR _— PR 
* — Dr - : > - 


, Yee Ein Im 
— ? — DD —̃ c 
£ — —_ — — 2 = * 

w # 


* : 
> „ { 
& 4 4 
| g . 
1 
"ay i 2 
n , } 4 
Vi . * 
r 1 
1M | 
NI 
. 
9 1 = 
1 $ 
9 
I 
\ 
i 


* . R 


3 THE SUBSTANCE or 


by The eto of thoſe who conduct the affairs 


of this inſtitution, the generoſity of the religious 


public, the bread we caft upon the waters, we /hall 
find after many days. The hand of the Lord is 
here, and his love will enrich us in the accom- 
pliſhment of our deſires. Your concern for the 


welfare of your poor African brethren, who are 


now fitting in the region and ſhadow of death, is pre- 


cious in his fight. His ſmiles attend you in all 
your ways, and his grace will ſucceed you in 6ring- 
ing maniy ſons 10 glory. Your ſuccels in but one in- 
ſtance will prove more to you than the greateſt 
fortune, or the moſt elevated rank; more than 


the conqueſt of a kingdom, more than the poſſeſ- 
fion of a whole world. Should your miſſion be 


followed by no ſucceſs, ſhould it meet with all-the 


reverſe, the attempt is laudable and honourable, 
and you will, nevertheleſs, be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord. Be firong, therefore, and let not your hands 
be weak; in due lime you ſhall reap, if you faint not, 
for God is not unrighteous to forget your woxk aud 
labour of love which ye have ſhewed toward his 
name. * . e en n 

All the ſupport and comfort you need he will 
eommunicate. The God of Jeſburun ſhall ride upon 


' the. Heaven in your help. He is your ſpield and 
- the ſword of your Excellency. Apply in full aſſu- 


rance of faith to the inexhauſtible fulneſs of the 
Lord Jeſus, for he will withhold nothing from you 
which your exigences may demand. Cicero ſays, 
the memory of Socrates s held in honour for the 


_ admirable doctrines he delivered; and Cato's for 


the glorious deeds he performed. May your names 


de held in honour, in everlaſting honour, both for 


doctrines more admirable, and deeds more glori- 
ous: Your lives may be ſhort, your dangers nu- 
merous, your conflicts great. But realize the 


bleſſing of periſhing ſouls. Think of the plaudit 


of Jeſus, and the acclamations of Angels. Lift up 
| | | your 


AN ADDREss, Ke. 45 . ; 35 1 
your heads with chearfulneſs and joy in all your 
preſent ſufferings, for great ſhall be nur neward in 


firmament, and as the ftars for ever and ever. 

And now, my dear brethren, in the name of 
this Society, in the name of this numerous con- 
gregation, in the name of all our miſſionary friends 
in En land, Scotland, and Ireland, I take a ſolemn 
and affectionate leave of you. You are ſoon to 
depart hence—to depart hence into a foreign land, 


where no hoſpitable door may be opened to receive 


you, where there is not one friend to welcome 
your arrival, where the Lord may give yon the 
bread of: adverſity and the water. of affliction, and 


where you may find whatever can ſtand in full 


contraſt with the comforts you have enjoyed in 


your native land. We honour your faith which, ar 


the command of God, counts not eaſe or even life 
dear, which renounces abundance for poverty, and 
vn happineſs for the proſpect of many ſorrows. 

arewell. Farewell. We may neyer. ſee your 
faces again till we meet at he right hand of the 
Throne of God. Farewell. Go and fulfil our de- 
ſires, go and fulfil our joy. So we live if you fland 
faſt. Our hearts are with you. Our prayers will 
follow you over the mighty waters, and in every 
ſtep you take on African ground. Our cloſets, 
our families, our churches, our ſocial intercourſe, 
ſhall witneſs our intereſt in your happineſs. Hun- 


dreds of hearts and voices will be daily engaged 


fore the Throne of Grace on your behalf. As 
you this day enter into covenant to be ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always, abounding in the work of the 
Lord, we engage to remember you where we may 
render you the moſt effectual ſervice. Our cloſets, 


our families, our churches, our ſocial intercourſe 


ſhall prove our intereſt in your proſperity. O 


God, witneſs and confirm our mutual vows! If 


you live you may return to us with ſome fruits 
Z | F 2 Ts 70 


heaven. You hall ſhine as the. brightneſs of the 2 af 


6 THE SUBSTANCE or AN ADDRESS, &c. 
| your lahours; . ou fall in this cauſe, to 
2 hed, a much proſtituted you will “die co- 


hind, fhall hail you on more exalted ſtations in 
the kingdom of our Heavenly Father. I had ra- 
$1 | ther die a miſſionary than live a monarch, for 
WI - - ſuch ſtars muſt differ from all other fiars in glory. 
1 | We commend. you #0 Him who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the throne of 
his glory with exceeding joy. May he bleſs you and 
hs you. The Lord make his — o ſhine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift the light of 
his © countenance upon you, and give you peace. The 
Lord aſſiſt you to put his name upon the children of 
Africa, that he himſelf may bleſs them and be their 
God. 25 | | 
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GENE RAL INSTRUCTIONS 


FROM 


THE ' DIRECTORS 
or Tur 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


To THE 


MISSION ARIES 
F WHO ARE ABOUT TO EMBARK FOR THE 


FOULAH COUNTRY 
. 


- 


, your brethren in Chriſt, to whom his name is precious, feeling the 
power of that divine affection which animates his various members 
and unites them in one body, are deſirous, before your departure, of of- 
fering to you this teſtimony of our undiſſembled regard, as well as ſub- 
mitting to you a few obſervations relating to 30 important work in which 


you are engaged. 


You are apprized that the deplorable ſitvation of our fellow creatures 
who inhabit the Continent of Africa has long excited the commiſeration of 
every breaſt which is acceſſible to the impulſe of humanity. No portion 
of the human race has drank ſo deep of the cup of wretchedneſs as theſe, 
There are no captives of the prince of darkneſs to whom the ſound of re- 
demption can be more needed than to them. Indeed, there ſeems a pecu- 
liar ſuitableneſs, and a divine propriety in introducing theſe children of 
affliction to an acquaintance with him, who in the days of his humiliation 
was diſtinguiſhed as c the Man of Sorrows and familiar with grief.“ It 
is to this land of degradation and darkneſs to which your footſteps are to 


be directed; and, in the humble dwellings of theſe deſpiſed or oppreſſed 
. Africans 
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| paitial acquaintance with the ſtate of Africa, and conſequently on the 


place in which you are to fix, or the exact plan on which you are to exe- 


lain to the Colony. The attachment of theſe valuable characters to tlie 


| fore, to what may hereafter appear to you to be the will of Providence 


produce this partiality, The population of that kingdom—he character 


| 3 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
© Africans, you are to make known the grace of him, who ie Ses ai ee 
- ſpiſed and rejefted of men, a 


It is a peculiat fatiofaftion, brethren, to us, when ws tefle on our 


* 


imperſect inſtructions which we are able to furniſh, either reſpecting the 


cute your NMiſſionary labours, to have the opportunity of referring you for 
more particular information and founder advice, on theſe points, to thoſe | 
fincere ſervaſits and followers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Zachary Macau- 
lay, Eſq. the Governor of Sierra Leone, and the Rev, Mr. Clark, chap- 


cauſe of our Redcemer, and their influence in Africa, inclines and ena- 
bles them to furniſh you with important directions, and entitles them, on 
your part, to the utmoſt attention and reſpect. In ſubordination, there - 


from your more intimate acquaintance with the ſubject, after your inter- 
view with theſe friends, we. proceed to inform you, that the attention of 
the Directors of the Miſſionary Societies in London and in Scotland, as 

well as of our friends in general, has been more eſpecially directed to the 
Foulah Country, as the place where your attempt to erect the ſtandard of 
the Croſs is to be firſt made. Many circumstances have contributed to 


of its inhabitants the gentleneſs and hoſpitality of their manners—the 
ſuperiority of their endowments—their ſobriety—and .improvement in 
ſocial inſtitutions—ſeem to mark them out as a people fitted for Miſſionary 


attempts. The approximation of that kingdom with others of equal po- * 
pulation, decides it to be a ftation of great importance, from whence the yy 
light of the Goſpel might be tranſmitted into the interior of the Conti- 7 
nent; and their deſire to be inſtructed in the knowledge of agriculture, * 
and other European arts expreſſed to Mr. Watt, one of the ſervants of 10 
the Sierra Leone Company, when he viſited Teimbo; and eſpecially the * 
promiſe of the King to furniſh ſuch Europeans with land, and with men tho 
to build their houſes, has been conſidered as probably affording a provi- * 
dential light, to which it is our duty to attend, both in reſpect to the ſpot Mi 
in which our labours are to be exerted, and alſo to the collateral means by like 
which the Goſpel may be gradually introduced. If, on your arrival at tion 
the Colony, no diſcouraging circumſtances ſhould appear of ſufficient im- Slay 
portance to prevent your proceeding to the Foulah Country, you will ther 
follow ſuch direRions as may be given you by Mr. Macaulay, both as to ther 


yeur journey, and the meaſures you are to adopt on FR arrival at 
| Teimbo. 


4 - 


725 ro THE. MISSIONARIES, 39 
Teimbo, Your friends here will endeavour to procure the influence of 


| the Sierra Leone Company, and eſpecially of the Gyvernor of the Colos. | 


S# ® 


at that 3 


oy 
TT 


One ſelefted from your own number, or one appointed by Mr. Ma- 


caulay, ſhould take the lead in the preliminary negociations you muſt 


enter into with the King of the Foulahs. You muſt therein ſtipulate for 


your perſonal ſecurity—for the right of religious profeſſion—for the un. 
diſturbed proſecution of any external calling in which you may engage== 
| and for the privilege of enacting and executing laws reſpeing your own 
community. It will be needful that one from among you ſhould be ſelected 


vy the reſt to keep detailed journals of your proceedings—to conduct tie 


correſpondence with Mr. Macauley and Mr. Clark, who are a ſtanding 


Committee z and with the Directors in England and Scotland—as well as 


to repreſent the whole body in tranſacting their affairs with the King of 
the country. To him you are to ſtate, that it is the intention of our Se- 
cieties to ſend other individuals among them for their inſtruction and im- 
provement in uſeful knowledge, provided it is his wilk to receive them, 
and there is a ſufficient pledge for their ſecurity and ſubſiſtence, You will 


endeayour to aſcertain whether families can reſide there in comfort and 


fafety-——whether married women would be protected, and what proſpe& of 


uſefulneſs' there would ariſe from their reſidence among the female natives. 


Von will find out what deſcription of external knowledge would be moft 
uſeful or moſt valued among them ; and, eſpecially, whether by theſe 


means it is likely ſuch an aſcendancy may be obtained, as to make it bighly 


probable that, when you have acquired a knowledge of their language, 


you may be allowed to proſecute your immediate object among them, by 
inſtructing them in the Chriſtian religion always remembering, that it is 
no part of our deſign to introduce the uſeful arts among them, but wich 


the view, and as the means, of obtaining their attention to this great ob- 
je&.—You will alſo make your obſervations as to the ſalubrity of the cli- 
mate, the products of the country, the Rate of ſociety, and the nature of 
the government z and inform us thereof, as well as of what you may 


learn of the ſurrounding nations, and the practicability of introducing | 


Miſſions among them. You will inform us of the acceſs which you are 
likely | to have, as Chriſtian Miſſionaries, among the Freemen of · this na- 


tion, whom we underſtand to be Mahometans; as well as among the 


Slaves, who are chiefly, if not entirely, Pagans z and what opportunity 
there is of inſtructing the children of both, 1 n ſchools among 
them. 
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— Sierra Leone, and in conſequence of your com- 


munications with Ir. Macaulay, it hould-appear ineligible to proceed to 
"the Foulah Country, on account of its internal commotions, which may 


not yet have ſubſided ; or on account of the tenacity by which the inha- 


| bitants adhere to their Mahometan principles, — and which might render 
it impracticable to exerciſe your functions as Miſſionaries of the Chriſtian 


Faith, —you' will, in that event, pay every attention and reſpect to the in- 
formation which you will receive from that judicious adviſer, and direct 


your labours to ſome other part, either in a body for the purpoſe of co- 


operation, or in detached parties for the more extenſive propagation of the 
light of life; recollecting, that to follow the greateſt probabilities of uſe. 


fulneſs is the eſſential maxim by which your conduct is to be governed. 
on this' ſubject we are indebted for ſome valuable information derived 


fromy the friend ſo frequently: referred to, and which we now ane to 


detail. 
Ir. Macanley ſuggeſts, that two Miſſionaries might be adrantagronly 
PD each of the n n. ü 


Wu: 6 Me Rio Pongas, cw the wing of thi Company” 8 ractbry. 


«« Here they would learn the Suſoo language, which is ſpoken almoſt 
Luniverfally through the extent of coaſt which reaches ftom the Rio 
«© Nunez to the river Scarcies, and back even to the borders of the 
* Foulah Country. This of itſelf is an extenſive field of uſefulneſs ; 
1 and it is enlarged by this circumftance, that almoſt all the trading 
Nv * Foulits talk GI 4h 
2. „On the Bullam Shore here they would learn the Bullam language, 
* hich is ſpoken on the north ſide of our river, and in all the region 
4 to tbe ſouthward, quite down to within a few miles of the River 
% Kittim, including the Iſland” of Banana's, the Caramanca's, and 
« the various branches of the Sherbro', and _ on an average 
© near 100 miles inland. 


3. * At Free Town—here they would acquire the Timmany language, 
t which is ſpoken in the River Scarcies, on the ſouth and eaſt fide of 
« this river, in the Queah, Rokelle and Port Logo and Krango, 
* which altogether extend about three days journey beyond the mouth 
er of the Rokelle—ſay 6o miles. 5 
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4. # In the River Gallienas—here the Foy Heine 56: a it and 


«« pervades,” if I am rightly informed, a region of about fifty miles 
| „dong the ex coaſt, and extending between two and three hundred 
| « miles into the country. Cs NR. 55 * 


3. „At Cape Meſurado the language ſpoken here, T don't recollect the 
the name of, but have been told it K a ſtill larger extent of 
e vt than the Foy. 


Mr. W adds, 40 The above places are all within the ſphere of our 
« immediate influence, numerous advantages are likely to ariſe from ſuch - 

a plan, the acquiſition of the language, a growing knowledge of the 
« interior, in addition to the certain good to be done by the inſtruction 

« of the young, and the poſſible benefit that may accrue to the old.“ 


We have thought it incumbent on us, brethren, to bring before. you 
this view of the important Miſſion, which is committed to your hands. Our 
more immediate attention js fixed on the Foulah Country; but we are not 


poſſeſſed of information ſufficiently accurate and comprehenſive to warrant 


us in limiting your operations to any ſpecific ſtation; like Abraham, you 
have ne diſtin knowledge in what country you may ſojourn, we truſt 
that the God of that patriarch will himſelf be your conductor. You will 
ſeek for the intimations of his will in the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplica- 
tion, and follow the deciſions of an enlightened underſtanding. 


If it appears to be your duty, agreeably to our preſent intentions, to pitch 
your tents together, and as a little community of Chriſtians to act upon 
the principle of co-operation, you will, we truſt, exemplify the advantage 
of employing a variety of talents, and of labours, in promoting one great 
and important object. You will find among yourſelves ſome qualified, 
for the more expeditious attainment of languages, and better fitted for the 
communication of moral inſtruction. Others will be more capable of 
imparting the knowledge of the uſeful arts, and contributing by their ſkill, - 
or their labours to conciliate the regard of the natives, and promote the 
maintenance and ſupport of the Miſſion. As among the firſt believers 
there were diverſitics of gifts, but the ſame Spirit, ſo let each one of you 
occupy his particular talent with diligence and fidelity, for the good of the 
great cauſe, Let the uſeful mechanic and agriculturiſt be cheered with 
the reflection, that by furniſhing the means of ſubſiſlence to thoſe who ar 
engaged in proclaiming the Goſpel, his labours have an influence on the 
converſion of finners, Thus among brethren there will be the ſpirit of 


42 © GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS | 
love and of concord ; none will eſteem another inferior to himſelf, and is 

che gradations of excellence, he who partakes moſt of the humility and 
_ — Jowlineſs of his Inn as pes tops, 
will deſerve and ſecure the pro-omigants: 5 5 


If on the other hand it ſhould appear that the intereſts of Chriſtianity 
require your ſeparation, we hope you will be inſtrumental] in the more ex- 
tenſive diffuſion of the word of life; you will be impreſſed with the con- 
fideration, that you are reſpectively guarantees for the honour of Chriſt, 
and individually reſponſible to him for the injury which his cauſe may ſuſ- 
tain by your negligence or imprudence. Suffer this word of exhortation, 
brethren, becauſe on the ſpot where you may be called to labour, a wound 


its intereſts have been committed. 

We truſt that you will be always impreſſed with the recolledtion, that 
the important object to which all your time, your talents, and your la- 
bours are to refer, is the promotion of the kingdom of Chriſt among the 
Heathen, and let nothing ſeduce your minds from this great purſuit. We 
feel it to be our duty eſpecially to caution you againſt any interference in 
the civil or religious concerns of the Colony during your reſidence there; 
if there be diſcontented individuals among them, if there be party divi- 
fions,, you will not on any account take any perſonal intereſt in theſe 
matters, as they are entirely foreign from your duty; it is requiſite that 
you manifeſt the utmoſt deference to thoſe worthy individuals in whoſe 
hands are placed the direction of the affairs of the community, and whoſe 
regard and aſſiſtance it will be your higheſt prudence to conciliate, 


Upon the whole, whether you may be called to labour in an united 
body, of at a diſtance from each other, we deſire you will never forget 
that the obſect of the Directors is by your means to lay the foundation of 
| Aiture Miſſions, that your immediate labours are of a preparatory nature, 
that our ultimate plan, if we are encouraged to execute it, is to ſend a 
- yomber of individuals qualified to connect ſpiritual inſtruction with the 
knowledge of the-uſeful arts ; to ſend families for the purpoſe of attend- 
ing to the improvement of the females among the natives, without which 
every plan of Miſſions to uncivilized countries muſt be incomplete z to 
aim as much as poſſible at the converſion of thoſe who are at mature age; 
but more eſpecially to lay the foundation of future uſefulneſs by the erec- 
tiok of Schools for the inftruRtion of children of both ſexes, thus produc- 


ing 


has been inflited on the cauſe nr 


" <= ( "*Þ@SCT _rxeMrIreÞ Er PI 


TO THE MISSIONARIES. - '. 43 


ing the rudiments of Miſſionary activities, which f in the next generation 


may be attended with the moſt extenſive and beneficial elfte. 


With reſpe& to the means of your ſupport during the execution of 
theſe important duties, the Societies have not failed to attend to that cir- 
cumſtance, and have lodged a credit in favour of each individual to the 
amount of 601, which will be paid gradually, as it is 8 by Mr. 


Macaulay at Free- Town. 


The Duestors will feel it to be their duty to adminiſter what pecuniary 
aſſiſtance is requiſite for the comfortable ſubſiſtance af the Miſſionaries, 
from whom a-frugal uſe of this aſſiſtance is expected; and alſo, that they 
will endeavour as ſoon as it is in their power; by the exerciſe of their re- 
ſpective talents, to enable the Miſſion to ſupport its own expences. Thus 
the fonds of the Society may be applied to other objects, and the —_—_ 
of the Goſpel be more extenſively communicatad. 


We deſire that you may addreſs your diſpatches, containing the journal 
of your occurrences, and. your public letter to Joſeph Hardcaſtle, Eſq. 
London, by whom they will be communicated to the Directors of the three 


Societies : they muſt be forwarded through the medium of the Governor | 


of Sierra Leone. 


\ 


And now brethren we commit you to God and to the word of his 


grace. You will be the ſubje& of the daily prayers of the Chriſlian world. 
We truſt the hearts of the faithful will be cheered by your encouraging 


communications. We hope that the wilderneſs and the ſolitary places in 


which ye labour ſhall be made-glad by your means, and the deſerts off 


Africa ID: and bloſſom as the roſe. 


| May your ſucceſsfu] labours in the cauſe of our Redeemer furniſh the 
ſubject of a ſong of thankſgiving in the tabernacles of the righteous, and 
among thoſe - miniſtering ſpirits alſo, who are the guardians of your 
lafety, the ſpectators of your proceedings, and the partakers of your joy. 
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3 | C Aober 9, 1797. 
BELOVED BRETHREN, | 3 

truſt that in conſequence of a divine influence upon your minds, in. 

anſwer to your many prayers, and as the reſult of much ſelf-examina- 

tion, you have been inclined to devote yourſclves to the ſervice of our 

adorable Redeemer, and eſpecially to the honourable office of proclaiming 

his unſearchable riches among the Gentiles. It will be our continual 

prayer to the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who dwells in Zion, that 

this act of ſolemn conſecration may. be acceptable to him, as a living 

 facrifice, and productive of continual peace in your own hearts, as well as 

W advantage to others in the enlargement of our Saviour's dominion 

among the Heathen. 


- Brethren, yours is a high and honourable calling—Y ou are * the meſ- 
« ſengers of the churches, and we traſt the glory of Chriſt.” By the 
grace and providence of the Moſt High, you are brought forward to a 
conſpicuous ſituation. You are placed before many affectionate Chriſtian 
eyes; and in you a multitude of prayers and fervent wiſhes are concen- 


You are a pledge of the cordial union of three extenſive, and diſtin, 
but harmonious, Miſſionary Societies. The Directors and other Members 
of the Society in London, now collected on this ſacred ſpot, embrace the 
opportunity of this ſolemn parting ſeaſon, when all hearts are deeply en- 
gaged and melted before the Lord, to endeavour fill farther to impreſs 


you 
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you, in reference to the arduous work now in your near ORE, 
diſcloſe their anxious cares n n 2 


They conſider your honourable and perilous ſituation with a variety of 
mingled feelings of complacency, pleaſure, hope, concern, fear and 


trembling : and they ſolemnly intreat you deeply to revolve in your hearts 


the dignity, the importance, and difficulty of your work and character 3 
that throvgh grace you may feel and aRt in a manner worthy of 8 
vocation n 7 27 are . 


Dear brethren, you are the . of the churches in this iſland. 
A land of darkneſs and of the ſhadow of death is before you; a habita- 
tion of devils, where, from time immemorial, Satan hath held captive miſer- - 
able ſouls. To that land you are called to convey the reviving ſweet 
odour of Chriſtian zeal and love from u thouſand aſſemblies, from ten thou - 
ſand families, from innumerable cloſets of the righteous. Vu go forth 
to ſee with your eyes thoſe ſcenes of ſuperſtition and iniquity, and to mark 
thoſe ſymptoms of a periſhiog ſtate among that people, which, realized by 
imagination, move the compaſſion and zeal of Chriſtians at home. And 
the Chriſtians of Britain require. you in their name to look with compaſhon 
on the poor Foulah Africans lying in their blood, to weep over their deſo 
lations, to travail in birth on their behalf, and to perſuade them to look 
to Jeſus the ever-bleſſed Redeemer, that they may be ſaved. Oh for the 
deſcent of the Spirit of wiſdom, power, and love, from the glorious Head 
in heaven, for ſuch high and gracious ends! | 


Among theſe blind Africans you are as God's inſtruments to begin a 

great work. You are to countera& and to reverſe their prejudices reſpeR- 
ing Chriſtianity. By a perſevering courſe of benevolence, condeſcenſion, 
tpiety and patience, you are gradually to gain the reſpect and confidence 
of the Heathen, You are to convince them that real Chriſtians are a race 
of beings extremely diverſe from thoſe troublers of mankind, who, dif- 


hohourgbly wearing the name of Chriſt, have exceeded the vileneſs of the - 


Heathen. You are by degrees to ſap the foundations of deluſion, to infi- 
nuate terror into the conſcience, and to raiſe the ſoul to the knowledge of 
the ſublime myſtery of grace. You are ultimately, if ſucceſs is granted, 


to become the ſpiritual fathers of theſe heathen tribes, and to open among 


them the ſources of bleſſing to a thouſand generations. The work is high 
and glorious. The attempt is generous, and worthy of praiſe. Beware, 
however, of indulging proud ideas. Be not high-minded, but fear. Re- 
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Dear brethren, we hope you have the ſentence of death in yourſelves as 
to every felf-exalting imagination, and that inſtead of loftineſs of thought, 
you are overwhelmed with the feeling of inſufficiency and unworthineſs, 

_ faying from the heart, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? But yield 
not to deſpondency. You go in the name of Him who hath ſaid, « Counſel 

« js mine and ſound wiſdom, I am underſtanding, I have firength ;. in the 
name of Him, on whom that Spirit reſts, who is © the Spirit of wiſdom 
% and underſtanding, the Spirit of counſd and of might, the Spirit of 
t knowledge and of theefear of the Lord.” Putting yourſelves into the 
gracious hands of Chriſt as little children, you will learn to condeſcend to 
childiſn underſtandings, to bear with frowardheſs and prejudice, and to 
continue your endeavours when ſenſe and reaſon pronounce that there is ns 
hope. And in ways, which no philoſophy of the natural man can trace, 

be will give you acceſs to the untutored heart, and you ſhall accompliſh a 
change, the envy of devils, ihe wetter of the world. | 


But v we are filled, dearly beloved friends, with concern, when we think 
what ſerions dangers and ſufferings may overtake you, in aſſailing the 
long eſtabliſhed empire of darkneſs among the Heathen, Alas! you may 
perhaps, ſooner or later, “übe fore broken in the place of dragons, and 

covered with the ſhadow of death!” He who was a murderer from the 
beginning, way rouſe his inſtruments, and may compaſs you about with 
all the terrors of the world. The ſacrifice of life may be demanded in 
this cauſe. But. though ſome of us ſcarcely could venture to walk with 
you on thoſe high places of the field, ſurely our hearts and our ſupplica- 
tions will attend you. While you are in perils among the Heathen, we 
will not be at caſe at home z we will tremble with you, we will faint, we 
will die with you. By the ſympathetic ſupplication of faith, we will draw 
down to your aid that everlaſting power by which you ſhall do valiantly, 
and ſhall tread, undiſmayed, upon the adder, the dragon, and the young 
| lion. © In the mount of Jehovah it ſhall be ſeen.” The God on whom 
we call, and in whole name we fend you, will in the hour of danger riſe 
up with awful majeſty and love, diſcomfiting the powers of darkneſs, baf- 
Hing the arm of fleſh, and making your paſſage through waters and fires 
Soyful and triumphant. In the mean while we recommend to your imita- 
tion the ſpirit and language of the man after God's own heart, once a ſtrip- 
Iing, afterwards a veteran, in the ways of the Lord: let your hearts echo 
wo the words of that ſweet ſinger of Irael—“ I will love thee, O Lord, 
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es . The Lord is my rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer x 1 5 
40 my God, my ſtrength, in whom I will truſt; my buckler, and he 


« horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower. I will call upon the Lord,. 
« who is worthy to be praiſed ; fo ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. 


% The ſorrows of death compaſſed me, and the floods of ungodly men | 


made me afraid. The ſorrows of hell compaſſed me about: the ſuares 
« of death prevented me. In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and 
« cried unto my God: he heard my. voice out of his temple, and my cry 


came before him, even into his ears. Then the earth hook and ten- 


66 bled.— 


Leſſer inconveniences and trials will be eaſily ſurmounted by the love ok 
Chriſt. Conſtrained by its power, you will ſcarcely feel the ſun ſmite ou 


by day, or the moon by night. Sweetened with it the coarſe fare of Africa 
will be luxury. Your tedious labours among your ſwarthy flocks will be 
like thoſe of the patriarch, to whom * ſeven years ſeemed but a few days, 


% though in the day the drought conſumed him, and the froſt by night, 


« and fleep departed from his eyes. He felt the power of an inferior af - 


ſection, but * are permitted to ſay to the all-glorious Saviour, „Set | 


« me as a ſeal' upon thine heart, as a ſeal upon thine arm; for love is 
« ſtrong as death; many waters cannot quench love, e can the 
6 floods drown it.“ | 


Dear brethren, what ſhall we more ſay ? Shall we warn you againſt the 
luſts of the fleſh ? Yes, we will warn you : for thereby many have been 


caſt down and wounded, and many ſtrong men have been ſlain, Satan 


will watch for opportunities to blow up the latent embers of this fire. 
But we beſeech you, watch and pray. How ſhocking the ſpectacle, if 
while the congregation of the Lord is, at home, weeping over the loft 
Heathen, any of you ſhould be holding pernicious dalliance with them ! 
Rather cry for that ſacred fire of ſevere purity, which ſparkled in Phineas 
the typical. prieſt, whoſe javelin transfixed the criminals of this abhorred 
claſs z that fire of awful purity which burned in full majeſtic ſtrength in 


the Holy One of God. Let the Heathen know, that the vile enchant- | 


ments of luſt have no power over them who have felt the dying love of 
Jeſus. 


Your embaſly is an embaſſy of leve. You are * the glory of Chriſt.” 
Yon are ſent to the Heathen to make- known his ſurpaſſing love. You 
muſt bear and diſplay its impreſſion, in your tender, overpowering affec- 
tion towards each other. Hereby ſhall all men know that you are the dif- 
ciples 
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gn ſhould e power attend doeh nen 
your God. Reſerve to him the entire glory « of his work. 
And remember alſo the claims which your parent clurghes haye upon you. 
Violate not the inſtituted order of things in the viſible kingdom of Chrift, | 


Wo Ci 


-vnleſs where ſtrong neceſſity clearly warrants and compels you. . +13 

And now, beloved friends, whoſe faces we may, -erhows,' never ale 1 
bebold, we ſurrender you into the everlaſting arms of our God; ſayiog, 
with our utmoſt ſtrength of faith and affetion to each obe gf ed, The? 
& Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee : The Lord make his face. to ſhine, vpon 
<< thee, and be gracious unto thee : The Lord lift up his covatenance 
* upon thee, e 7 5 * Leal jab 9 


1 2 
1 5 | 
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* 4rd But how. feeble is our benediQion ! Hear from on high that voice which 
is as the ſound of many waters; that fear-diſpelling, joy-creating voice 
ſaying, Go, in this thy might. Certainly I will be wich therm. Feat 
not: I am the firſt and the laſt. Fear none of thoſe things which tho 
« ſhalt ſuffer. He that overcometh ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death. 4 
« He that overcometh ſhall inherit ail things. All power is given to me 
«in haves ant ox earth « 8 lo, I: am with. dy jor — | 4 


"or 12m the teſtimony of love and grace for Jeſus Chriſt, „ who is the 


% faithful witneſs, and the firſt begotten of the dead, and the 3 
* the King of the earth, 2 pee e ſay AMERY 12 


ll bonn LOVE, Secretary: 
| * ” 22 
by } L. 5 3 » . * C 9 # : 
' + * * , | / > " 
* O/ TILE ' . 
N . 1Y ts 4 
FINIS 8 
0 1 , * 
6 . 
* 1 Ws Wo * þ 
. & > gd 7 
N -As -$* 
* 


£ . 


